
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Northwest Region Office 

PO Box 330316, Shoreline, WA 98133-9716 • 206-594-0000 

 

July 2, 2026 

Cary Hofmann 
CNH Services & Consulting 
19206 NE 141st Street 
Woodinville, WA 98077 

Email:  cnhguideservice@gmail.com 

RE: 2026 Riparian Planting – APPROVED Short-Term Water Use Authorization No. S1-29679 

Dear Cary Hofmann: 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) received your application S1-29679 on 
May 27, 2026, requesting short-term diversion of surface water for the irrigation of 
approximately 4,000 native trees at Seattle Public Utilities’ Cedar River Royal Arch Reach 
Floodplain and Channel Restoration site. Please refer to this number when corresponding with 
us about this Short-Term Water Use authorization. 

Background Information 

A summary of your request is as follows: 

• You are requesting this short-term authorization from June 20, 2026, through 
September 26, 2026. 

• You are requesting to divert 0.07 cubic feet per second (CFS) equivalent to 30 gallons 
per minute (gpm), and 0.25 acre-feet per year (ac-ft/yr) from the Cedar River. The 
proposed point of diversion (POD) is located within the NW ¼ of the SE ¼ and the SW ¼ 
of the NE ¼ of Section 9, Township 22 N, Range 06E, W.M. 

• The requested place of use (POU) is the riparian area located within the same legal 
description described above, also known as King County Parcel 275220-0075. The actual 
area to be irrigated is 7 acres. 

• You anticipate that irrigation will occur once every two weeks with each irrigation event 
requiring approximately 10,000 gallons. 
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The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) was provided notice of this water 
right application via email on June 22, 2026. Steve Boessow, Water Rights Biologist, replied the 
same day stating that WDFW does not oppose the issuance of this short-term authorization.  

Consistent with chapter 43.376 RCW and Ecology Guidance 23-11-005, Ecology also provided 
Tribal notice of this application via email. No comments were received. 

Department of Ecology Decision – Including Terms and Conditions 
Your request for a short-term water use authorization is hereby APPROVED, effective as of the 
issuance of this decision, under the terms and conditions listed below: 

• This short-term authorization expires on September 26, 2026. 

• The authorization is for the aforementioned Cedar River Royal Arch Reach site on the 
Cedar River (parcel 275220-0075). 

o The maximum instantaneous rate of diversion from the Cedar River must not 
exceed 0.07 cubic feet/second (30 gallons per minute) at any one time. 

o The maximum annual quantity will not exceed 0.25 acre-feet/year. 

o The maximum allowable irrigated acreage is 7 acres. 

• New diversions of water in the Cedar Sammamish Watershed are authorized only in those 
situations where it is clear that overriding considerations of the public interest will be 
served. Ecology is committed to support projects that have a direct positive impact on 
stream habitat. According to RCW 90.54.020(3), the quality of the natural environment 
shall be protected, and where possible, enhanced. Therefore, when prescribed minimum 
instream flows for the Cedar River are not being met, irrigation is authorized only when 
the diversion rate does not exceed 5% of the flow (discharge) at the point of diversion. 
It is the responsibility of CNH Services and Consulting (CNH) to determine river flows 
before irrigation occurs. 

• If diversion equipment (hoses, fish screens, etc.) is to be used across different water 
bodies, such equipment must be decontaminated prior to use as per the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Invasive Species Management Protocols: 
(https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/01490/wdfw01490.pdf). If you have 
any questions regarding the appropriate decontamination method, please contact the 
WDFW area habitat biologist for further guidance according to the contact map found at 
the WDFW Contact Us webpage (https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact). You may also call 
the WDFW Help Desk between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm Monday through Friday at: (360) 
902-2422 or send an email to: APPS.Help@dfw.wa.gov. 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/01490/wdfw01490.pdf
https://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=48699252565749d1b7e16b3e34422271
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
mailto:APPS.Help@dfw.wa.gov
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• This authorization for surface water diversion is required to meet fish screening 
statutes (RCW 77.57.010, RCW 77.57.040, and RCW 77.57.070) and may require 
compliance with the state Hydraulic Code (chapter 77.55 RCW). No diversion under this 
authorization shall take place unless all WDFW screening and permitting requirements 
are complete, in place, and maintained. For additional information see the WDFW 
permitting page (https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa) and consult with the 
appropriate Habitat Biologist according to the contact map found at the WDFW Contact 
Us webpage (https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact). You may also call the WDFW Help 
Desk between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm Monday through Friday at: (360) 902-2422 or send an 
email to: APPS.Help@dfw.wa.gov. 

Supporting information on screening and fish passage may be found on the WDFW 
Regulations, guidelines, and determining compliance page (https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-
habitats/at-risk/habitat-recovery/fish-passage/screens/regulations). 

• Supervision of any landscape crew working at this site is required at the start of the 
irrigation season to ensure adherence to the provisions of this short-term authorization 
and any other requirements by local and state regulatory agencies, and thereafter, a 
minimum of once per month. 

• The water source and/or water transmission facilities are not wholly located upon land 
owned by the applicant. Issuance of this short-term authorization by this Department 
does not convey a right of access to, or other right to use, land which the applicant does 
not legally possess. Obtaining such a right is a private matter between the applicant and 
owner of that land. 

• Nothing in this short-term water use authorization allows its holder to impair existing 
water rights. 

• CNH must adhere to all applicable codes, laws, and rules. 

• The water right holder is required to maintain efficient water delivery systems and use of 
up-to-date water conservation practices consistent with RCW 90.03.005. 

• Department of Ecology personnel, upon presentation of proper credentials, shall have 
access at reasonable times, to the project location, and to inspect at reasonable times, 
records of water use, wells, diversions, measuring devices, and associated distribution 
systems for compliance with water law. 

• CNH must notify Ecology if the project has ended prematurely, been delayed, or 
completed.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa&data=05%7c01%7cBABR461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7c63be21f189494a06293308da9c0e8f4b%7c11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7c0%7c0%7c637993883591363938%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c3000%7c%7c%7c&sdata=goDndTtGwvAoiUpBl3WRMYKUwCDDXXjfcCKwZNFl5/w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa&data=05%7c01%7cBABR461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7c63be21f189494a06293308da9c0e8f4b%7c11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7c0%7c0%7c637993883591363938%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c3000%7c%7c%7c&sdata=goDndTtGwvAoiUpBl3WRMYKUwCDDXXjfcCKwZNFl5/w%3D&reserved=0
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa
https://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=48699252565749d1b7e16b3e34422271
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
mailto:APPS.Help@dfw.wa.gov
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/at-risk/habitat-recovery/fish-passage/screens/regulations
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/at-risk/habitat-recovery/fish-passage/screens/regulations
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• A measuring device must be used and maintained to measure water used from each 
source identified in this water right. Chapter 173-173 WAC Requirements for Measuring 
and Reporting Water Use describes requirements for data accuracy, device installation 
and operation, information collection and reporting, and your right to request a variance. 

• CNH shall record the pumping rates and total quantity used and submit the data to 
Ecology no later than December 31, 2026, along with a description of the methodology 
used to measure such quantities. Submitted data shall include a description of the 
method used to determine the pumping rate did not exceed 5% of the river flow rate at 
the point of diversion when irrigation occurred, along with any relevant data. 

Your right to appeal 

You have a right to appeal this decision to the Pollution Control Hearings Board (PCHB) within 
30 days of the date of receipt. The appeal process is governed by chapter 43.21B RCW and 
chapter 371-08 WAC. “Date of receipt” is defined in RCW 43.21B.001(2).  

To appeal, you must do all of the following within 30 days of the date of receipt of this decision: 

• File your notice of appeal and a copy of this decision with the PCHB (see filing 
information below).  “Filing” means actual receipt by the PCHB during regular business 
hours as defined in WAC 371-08-305 and -335. “Notice of appeal” is defined in WAC 
371-08-340. 

• Serve a copy of your notice of appeal and this decision on the Department of Ecology by 
mail, in person, or by email (see addresses below). 

You must also comply with other applicable requirements in chapter 43.21B RCW and chapter 
371-08 WAC. 

Filing an appeal 

Filing with the PCHB 
For the most current information regarding filing with the PCHB, visit: https://eluho.wa.gov/ or 
call: 360-664-9160.  

https://eluho.wa.gov/
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Service on Ecology 

Street Address: 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
300 Desmond Drive SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 

Mailing Address: 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
PO Box 47608 
Olympia, WA  98504-7608 

E-Mail Address: 

ecologyappeals@ecy.wa.gov 

More information 

• Pollution Control Hearings Board Website  
https://eluho.wa.gov/ 

• Chapter 43.21B RCW – Environmental Hearings Office – Pollution Control Hearings 
Board 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B 

• Chapter 371-08 WAC – Practice And Procedure 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08 

• Chapter 34.05 RCW – Administrative Procedure Act 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05 

• Ecology’s Laws, Rules & Rulemaking 
https://www.ecology.wa.gov/About-us/How-we-operate/Laws-rules-rulemaking#ws 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act information 

Accommodation Requests 
To request ADA accommodation including materials in a format for the visually impaired, call 
Ecology at 360-407-7668 or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. People with impaired 
hearing may call Washington Relay Service at 711. People with speech disability may call TTY at 
877-833-6341. 

If you have any questions, please contact John Rose at (206) 531-8909 or by email at 
john.rose@ecy.wa.gov.  

https://eluho.wa.gov/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05
https://www.ecology.wa.gov/About-us/How-we-operate/Laws-rules-rulemaking#ws


2026 Riparian Planting – Short-Term Water Use Authorization 
S1-29679 
July 2, 2026 
Page 6 of 6 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Kasey Cykler 
Section Manager 
Water Resources Program 
Northwest Region Office 

ecc:  Andrea Lauden, Department of Ecology 
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