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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Southwest Region Office 

PO Box 47775, Olympia, WA 98504-7775 • 360-407-6300 

June 2, 2026

Advanced American Construction 
Attn: Kristian Hellberg 
PO Box 83599 
Portland, OR 97283 

Email: kristianh@callaac.com 

Re: Short Term Water Right Permit - S2-30897 

Dear Kristian: 

Your extension request for the use of surface water for short-term water use from the Salmon 
Creek is APPROVED as follows: 

Purpose:  
Water use is associated with the replacement of the BNSF White Salmon railroad bridge - BNSF 
Bridge 72.8 Replacement. Water will be used for construction purposes, including dust control, 
an indirect concrete curing system, and drilling. 

Duration:   
This short-term authorization is approved from date of issuance to August 31, 2026, unless 
revoked earlier by the Department of Ecology (Ecology). Advanced American Construction 
(AAC) may request an extension to this short-term permit if additional water is need on a 
short-term basis during the duration of this construction project. 

Instantaneous Diversion Rate (Qi): 
• 0.28 cubic feet per second (cfs) or 125 gallons per minute (gpm)

Total Diversion Rate: 
• 4.3 acre-feet

o Dust control: 8,000 gallons per week for 16 weeks – 128,000 gallons or 0.4 acre-
feet

o Drilling: 100,000 gallons per week for 8 weeks – 800,000 gallons or 2.5 acre-feet
o Concrete Cooling: 150,000 gallons for 3 weeks – 450,000 gallons or 1.4 acre-feet
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Project Location:  
Water Resource Inventory Area 29 – Wind-White Salmon watershed; Skamania County and 
Klickitat County, Washington  

Point(s) of Diversion:  
• Point of Diversion #1 - Approx. Lat./Long.: 45.7288/-121.5226 (Skamania County);

Southwest quarter of Section 23, Township 03 North, Range 10 East of the Willamette
Meridian. Skamania County Parcel – unidentified.

• Point of Diversion #2 - Approx. Lat./Long.: 45.7282, -121.5215 (Klickitat County);
Southwest quarter of Section 23, Township 03 North, Range 10 East of the Willamette
Meridian. Klickitat County Parcel 03102331000300.

Place of Use: 
• Place of Use - Southwest quarter of Section 23, Township 03 North, Range 10 East of the

Willamette Meridian. See attached map.

Source:   
White Salmon River at the confluence of the White Salmon River (River Mile 0) and the 
Columbia River (approximate River Mile 168.25) 

Water System Description: 
• Dust Control - Water will be diverted using a 2-inch submersible pump with fish screen.

Water will be conveyed to a water truck and applied to construction routes adjacent to
the railroad tracks, as needed.

• Drilling Equipment – Most drilling will occur from a barge. During drilling, water will be
pumped using a 2-inch submersible pump while installing 24-inch diameter piles. Water
will be returned directly to the river during the drilling process.

• Concrete Curing (cooling) System – During the concrete curing process, water will be
pumped using a 2-inch submersible pump. Pumped water will be routed through PVC
tubes installed in the new concrete structures to aid in cooling the concrete. Once water
passes through PVC tubes in/surrounding concrete forms, water will be discharged in
the railroad right-of-way. Discharged water will infiltrate back into the Salmon River and
Columbia River.

AAC is required to establish a consistent method for measuring instantaneous diversion rates 
and annual quantities of water diverted and used. AAC must maintain a log of the amount of 
water used for the duration of the project. 

Project Contacts: 
Property Owner: Prime Contractor: 
BNSF Railway 
Mike Schaefer 
Email: michael.schaefer2@bnsf.com 
Phone: (402) 304-1437, (402) 304-8370 

Advanced American Construction 
Kristian Hellberg 
Email: kristianh@callaac.com 
Phone: (703) 409-1614 

mailto:michael.schaefer2@bnsf.com
mailto:kristianh@callaac.com
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Provisions: 
Fish Screening Criteria – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
This authorization for surface water diversion is required to meet fish screening statutes (RCW 
77.57.010, RCW 77.57.040, and RCW 77.57.070) and may require compliance with the state 
Hydraulic Code (chapter 77.55 RCW). No diversion under this authorization shall take place 
until all WDFW screening and permitting requirements are complete and in place. For 
additional information see the WDFW permitting page 
(https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa) and consult with the appropriate Habitat Biologist 
according to the contact map found at the WDFW Contact Us webpage 
(https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact). You may also call the WDFW Help Desk between 8:00 am and 
4:00 pm Monday through Friday at: (360) 902-2422 or send an email to: APPS.Help@dfw.wa.gov. 
Supporting information on screening and fish passage may be found on the WDFW Regulations, 
guidelines, and determining compliance page (https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/at-
risk/habitat-recovery/fish-passage/screens/regulations). 

Authority to Access Project 
Department of Ecology personnel, upon presentation of proper credentials, shall have access at 
reasonable times, to the project location, and to inspect at reasonable times, records of water 
use, wells, diversions, measuring devices and associated distribution systems for compliance 
with water law. 

Columbia River 
Water being diverted at the confluence of White Salmon River and the Columbia River is both 
White Salmon River flow and backwater from the Columbia River. Therefore, minimum 
instreams flows (instantaneous and weekly average) of the Columbia River, as outlined in 
chapter 173-563 WAC, must be maintained. The control point for the Columbia River between 
the Bonneville Dam and the John Day Dam (RM 146.1-215.6) is the Dalles Dam at RM 191.5. 

The Dalles – Min. Instantaneous flows 
(1,000 cfs) 

The Dalles – Min. Average 
weekly flows (1,000 cfs) 

January 20 60 
February 20 60 

March 50 60 
April 1 – 15 70 120 

April 16 – 25 70 160 
April 26 – 30 70 200 

May 70 220 
June 1 – 15 70 200 

June 16 – 30 50 120 
July 1 – 15 50 120 

July 16 – 31 50 140 
August 50 120 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa
https://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=48699252565749d1b7e16b3e34422271
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/contact
mailto:APPS.Help@dfw.wa.gov
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/at-risk/habitat-recovery/fish-passage/screens/regulations
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/at-risk/habitat-recovery/fish-passage/screens/regulations
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September 50 90 
October 1 – 15 50 90 

October 16 - 31 50 90 
November 50 60 
December 20 60 

No diversion of water, under this short-term permit, shall take place when the flow of the 
Columbia River falls below the flows listed above. 

Columbia River discharge at the Dalles can be viewed at USGS Station 14105700: 
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?14105700 

If the Applicant fails to comply with the terms of this short-term permit, the application upon 
which is based may be rejected and the short-permit revoked. 

No long-term appropriation as contemplated by chapter 90.03 RCW or chapter 90.44 RCW is 
taking place. A permit extension request can be submitted if more water is needed on a short-
term basis upon expiration of this short-term permit.   

Contact information 

Please direct all questions about this letter to: 

Matthew Kogle 
Staff Hydrogeologist – Permit Writer 
Water Resources Program 
Southwest Region Office 

Phone: (360) 280-2983 
Email: matthew.kogle@ecy.wa.gov 

Your right to appeal 

You have a right to appeal this decision to the Pollution Control Hearings Board (PCHB) within 
30 days of the date of receipt. The appeal process is governed by chapter 43.21B RCW and 
chapter 371-08 WAC. “Date of receipt” is defined in RCW 43.21B.001(2).  

To appeal, you must do all of the following within 30 days of the date of receipt of this decision: 

• File your notice of appeal and a copy of this decision with the PCHB (see filing
information below).  “Filing” means actual receipt by the PCHB during regular business
hours as defined in WAC 371-08-305 and -335. “Notice of appeal” is defined in WAC
371-08-340.

• Serve a copy of your notice of appeal and this decision on the Department of Ecology by
mail, in person, or by email (see addresses below).

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?14105700
mailto:matthew.kogle@ecy.wa.gov
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You must also comply with other applicable requirements in chapter 43.21B RCW and chapter 
371-08 WAC.

Filing an appeal 

Filing with the PCHB 
For the most current information regarding filing with the PCHB, visit: https://eluho.wa.gov/ or 
call: 360-664-9160. 

Service on Ecology 

Street Address: 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
300 Desmond Drive SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 

Mailing Address: 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
PO Box 47608 
Olympia, WA  98504-7608 

E-Mail Address:

ecologyappeals@ecy.wa.gov

More information 

• Pollution Control Hearings Board Website
https://eluho.wa.gov/

• Chapter 43.21B RCW – Environmental Hearings Office – Pollution Control Hearings
Board
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B

• Chapter 371-08 WAC – Practice And Procedure
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08

• Chapter 34.05 RCW – Administrative Procedure Act
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05

• Ecology’s Laws, Rules & Rulemaking
https://www.ecology.wa.gov/About-us/How-we-operate/Laws-rules-rulemaking#ws

Americans with Disabilities Act information 

Accommodation Requests 

https://eluho.wa.gov/
https://eluho.wa.gov/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21B
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=371-08
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05
https://www.ecology.wa.gov/About-us/How-we-operate/Laws-rules-rulemaking#ws


Short Term Water Right Permit - S2-30897 
June 2, 2026
Page 6 of 7 

To request ADA accommodation including materials in a format for the visually impaired, call 
Ecology at 360-407-7668 or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. People with impaired 
hearing may call Washington Relay Service at 711. People with speech disability may call TTY at 
877-833-6341.

Signature 

Sincerely, 

__________________________________________ 
Saboor Jawad 
Section Manager 
Water Resources Program 
Southwest Region Office 

Enclosures: Extension for Water Right Permits and Change Authorizations - 
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/0611004.pdf 

By Certified Mail: 9489 0090 0027 6661 2700 17 

ecc: The Honorable Gerald Lewis, Yakama Nation Tribal Council Chairman - 
gerald_lewis@yakama.com  
Philip Rigdon, Deputy Director, Yakama Nation Department of Natural Resources - 
phil_rigdon@yakama.com 
Shona Voelckers, Lead Attorney, Yakama Nation Office of Legal Counsel -  
shona@yakamanation-olc.org 
Mike Schaefer, BNSF - michael.schaefer2@bnsf.com 
Steve Boessow, WDFW - steven.boessow@dfw.wa.gov  
Scott Turner, Office of Columbia River – scott.turner@ecy.wa.gov  
Chris Kossik, WR CRO – chris.kossik@ecy.wa.gov  

mailto:gerald_lewis@yakama.com
mailto:phil_rigdon@yakama.com
mailto:shona@yakamanation-olc.org
mailto:michael.schaefer2@bnsf.com
mailto:steven.boessow@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:scott.turner@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:chris.kossik@ecy.wa.gov
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