
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018-18 
WATER TRANSFER WORKING GROUP PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

APPLICATION NO./COURT CLAIM NO. 

1) Transfer of CS4-01467@11sb3a(B) to Instream Flow (No. 
CS4-01467@11sb3a(B)@1) 
2) New mitigated water right (No. S4-35967) 
APPLICANT NAME 

Mack Creek Ranch LLC 

CONTACT NAME 

Peter Dykstra 

TELEPHONE NO. 

206-949-0130 
WATER RIGHT HOLDER’S NAME (if different) 

1) Harry James Masterson Testamentary Trust; 
2) Mack Creek Ranch LLC 

EMAIL 

peter@plauchecarr.com 

DATE OF APPLICATION PRIORITY DATE 

1) October 13, 2017 1) June 30, 1883 
2) October 13, 2017 2) October 13, 2017 

WATER SOURCE: 

1) Teanaway River 
2) Masterson Water Bank / Teanaway 
River 

CROP: 

1) Timothy Hay 
2) Timothy Hay 

INSTANTANEOUS QUANTITY: ANNUAL QUANTITY: 

1) 2.21 cfs 1) 379.75 af (284.82 af CU) 
2) 0.35 cfs 2) 31.559 af CU from Masterson Water 

Bank) 
PERIOD OF USE: 

1) May 1 through September 15 
2) May 1 through September 15 

PLACE OF USE: PURPOSE OF USE: 

1) Teanaway River (see Figure 2) 1) Instream Flow and Mitigation 
2) Mack Creek Ranch (see Figure 1) 2) Irrigation of 18 acres, not to exceed 

31.559 af CU 

IRRIGATION METHOD: 

1) None 
2) Various, including wheel line, center pivot, drip 



 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

CONSUMPTIVE USE CALCULATION: 

1) No. CS4-01467@11sb3a(B)@1 – In 2012, Ecology approved change application No. 
CS4-01467@11sb3a. The change application transferred 0.87 cfs and 149.45 ac-ft/yr 
(fallowing 60 acres) to instream flow.  In addition, 0.335 cfs and 49.12 ac-ft/yr (fallowing 20 
acres) and 0.045 cfs and 0.075 ac-ft/yr (stock water consumptive use) was transferred to the 
TWRP for mitigation for out-of-priority water use, which seeded the Masterson Water Bank.  

Following the transfer, Masterson retained the authority to irrigate 155 acres from May 1 
through September 15, with the water right being provisioned that the ACQ may not exceed 
284.82 af CU. This remaining quantity is proposed to be transferred to instream flow and 
mitigation to the Masterson Water Bank under an updated Trust Water Right Agreement 
reassigned to Mack Creek Ranch LLC.  No out-of-stream use of this portion of water right is 
proposed at this time. 

2) No. S4-3596 - Mack Creek Ranch LLC is seeking a mitigated permit from the Masterson 
Water Bank, which would only include the trust quantities already authorized for mitigation 
in the Teanaway River green zone, not to exceed 31.559 ac-ft (consumptive use), for 
irrigation of 18 acres from May 1 to September 15. The purpose of the amended mitigated 
permit application is to provide for seasonal reliability during times of local curtailment for 
existing and planned irrigation on Mack Creek Ranch property.  

The final water right quantities subject to the purchase and sale agreement are included as 
Attachment A. 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 

Mack Creek Ranch LLC has entered into a Purchase and Sale Agreement with Kathleen 
Masterson, individually and as Trustee to the Harry James Masterson Testamentary 
Trust, and Laura Masterson for Water Right No. CS4-01467@11sb3a(B). The primary 
purpose of the project is to provide for seasonal reliability during times of local 
curtailment for existing and planned irrigation on Mack Creek Ranch property, with 
significant secondary benefits to instream flows and habitat in the Teanaway River. 

Mack Creek Ranch 
Mack Creek Ranch (as shown in Figure 1) currently irrigates up to 166 acres and 
stockwater with water right No. S4-83707-J (Court Claim No. 01042; Attachment B) 
authorizing a Qi of 2.324 cfs and 755.3 acre-feet/year (Qa).  When surplus water is 
available in excess of the amount needed to satisfy all existing water rights, including the 
Yakama Nation’s minimum instream flow right for fish and other aquatic life, an 
additional 2.324 cfs may be diverted.  

The water right was originally diverted from the 3M Ditch. As part of the Teanaway 
Restoration Project, the Mack Creek Ranch point of diversion was moved from the 
upstream 3M Ditch headworks to a newly-constructed pump station located immediately 
downstream of Red Bridge Road, bank-left of the Teanaway River and directly across 
from the original Masterson Ditch point of diversion (No. 1). As part of the Teanaway 
Restoration Project, Mack Creek Ranch LLC transferred 30 percent of its court-confined 
water right, primarily associated with conveyance loss in the 3M Ditch, to Ecology for 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 

purposes of instream flow. 

Although senior to the May 10, 1905 priority date of the Yakima River Basin Project, the 
June 30, 1889 water right is considered junior based on local availability in the Teanaway 
River. During the 2015 drought year, 1886 (and junior) water rights were curtailed on 
July 23rd. 

The proposed purchase of the senior (1883 priority date) water right currently held in 
trust would allow Mack Creek Ranch to continue to irrigate during times of local 
availbility shortages.  In addition, during normal water years and until curtailment of 
1889 and junior priority in drought years, Mack Creek Ranch would irrigate about 18 
additional acres that were not confirmed a water right during the adjudication under the 
1889 rights. 

IMPACT ANALYSIS 

Impacts of the proposed transfer are asserted by the applicant to not result in a “net 
detriment to fish” per WTWG guidelines per the fallowing rationale: 

1) No negative impacts to fish or senior water rights will occur from fallowing 155 acres 
and placing up to 284.82 af CU in the TRWP for instream flow and mitigation.  

2) All impacts from the proposed new permit are mitigated in-kind, in-place, and in-
time. Impacts will be mitigated by water currently in the Masterson Water Bank for 
an area define as suitable (i.e., green zone).  In addition, the Mack Creek Ranch POD 
at Red Bridge Road is located directly across the river from the original Masterson 
Ditch POD. Lastly, no change in period of use will occur. Therefore, the proposal 
will result in no increase in consumptive use and is TWSA-neutral.  

WTWG Project form 



                       
                                                 

                                 

 

Figure 1 Aspect Consulting 
Proposed Place of Use and Point of Diversion January 3, 2018 
Mack Creek Ranch Water Right Application Project No. 170343 



                       
                                   

                               

 

Figure 2 Aspect Consulting 
CS4‐01467@11sb3a(B) Place of Use and Point of Diversion January 3, 2018 
Mack Creek Ranch Change Application Project No. 170343 











































































     

   

     
   
   

   

   

   
 

   

     
   
 

       
           

DRAFT 

Masterson (Tidwell) TWRP 

Masterson Water Bank 
TWRP Transfer (2012) 
+36.759 af (CU) 

WBNs Debited From 
Water Bank (2012 ‐ 2018) 
‐8.74 af (CU) 

Masterson ‐MCR TRWP Transfer 
(Proposed) 
+284.82 af (CU) 

*Note on Water Bank Balance: 
36.759 + 3.54 ‐ 8.74 = 31.559 af (CU) 

MCR Mitigated Permit 
(Proposed) 
‐31.559 af (CU)* 

Transfer (2014) 
+3.54 af (CU) 

Figure 3 
Aspect Consulting Conceputal Water Right Balance
5/29/2018  Mack Creek Ranch - Masterson Water Right Transfer 
C:\Users\tcarlson\Documents\Projects - U Drive\Mack Creek Ranch\WTWG\Revised\Figures.xlsx Cle Elum, WA 




