
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

   
  

  
 

 

  

 
   

 

 
 

 

  

   
 

  
 

 

 

 

   

 

2020-01 
WATER TRANSFER WORKING GROUP PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

APPLICATION NO./COURT CLAIM NO.:  Court Claim No. 00366/Draft Cert. S4-84175-J 
APPLICANT NAME 

Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT), 
South Central Region 

CONTACT NAME 

Debi Freudenthal, WSDOT 
Water Rights Coordinator 

Brian White, Asst. Regional 
Administrator 

TELEPHONE NO. 

509-577-1633 

509-577-1700 

WATER RIGHT HOLDER’S NAME (if different) EMAIL: 
Freuded@wsdot.wa.gov 
WhiteB@wsdot.wa.gov 

DATE OF APPLICATION:  10/1/2019 PRIORITY DATE: May 24, 1884 
WATER SOURCE:  Wilson Creek CROP:  n/a 
INSTANTANEOUS QUANTITY:  1.75 cfs ANNUAL QUANTITY:  350 AF 
PERIOD OF USE:  April 1-October 31 
PLACE OF USE: Historic: …portion of Section 11, 
Township 17, Range 18 EWM… 
Proposed:  Primary and secondary reaches instream 
flows Wilson Creek, Yakima River, Columbia River to 
Pacific Ocean– see attached 

PURPOSE OF USE:  Historic:  irrigation of 35 acres 
and stock water; Proposed: Instream flow and 
mitigation 

IRRIGATION METHOD:  n/a 

CONSUMPTIVE USE CALCULATION:  

113 AF/year (see Record of Examination, CS4-00366CTCLsb9@1) 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 

Brief History: WSDOT acquired Court Claim #00366/Draft Certificate S4-84175-J in October 2009.  This water 
right was confirmed in the Conditional Final Order issued for Subbasin No. 9 (Wilson-Nanum) on April 17, 2006.   

Ecology issued CS4-00366sb9@1 in 2010 to temporarily change the purpose and place of use of the water right 
to mitigation/instream flows through October 31, 2019. This change was to mitigate for WSDOT construction 
and/or maintenance activities within the Yakima Basin and established WSDOT’s temporary water bank.  
WSDOT also received approval by the Yakima Superior Court and the Water Transfer Working Group 
(Applications 2009-20, 2010-04, 2016-16, 2017-32). 

WSDOT also applied for the temporarily use of 60 AF/YR through November 2021 (Temporary authorization S4-
25746) via diversions from Keechelus Lake to support the Interstate 90 (I-90) construction project (i.e., dust 
control, embankment compaction, road materials and processing and equipment washout; and landscape 
/mitigation site watering).  

WSDOT also used the temporary water bank to mitigate other transportation-related uses, including State Route 
410 Nile Valley Landslide mitigation site watering via temporary wells (G4-33133) and Interstate 82-Valley Mall 
Boulevard interchange landscape watering via a temporary well (G4-35261). 

WSDOT and Ecology entered into a Memorandum of Agreement to temporarily hold this water right in the Trust 
Water Rights Program (TWRP). The water right was also assigned to the USBR-Ecology Water Storage and 
Exchange Contract (#09XX101700) for post-September 1st storage and supply.  

Proposed changes:
1. WSDOT applied for a permanent change of the water right to place it into the TWRP for instream flow and 
mitigation and set up a permanent water bank (See CS4-00366sb9@2 -draft ROE 30-day comment period ends 
10/30/2019). WSDOT and Ecology have drafted a new agreement for this change to allow continued temporary 
uses for the I-90 or other construction projects, mitigation for new permanent uses at I-90 Indian John safety rest 



 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

area (G4-34529), and other future assignments or lease of unallocated portions. 

2. WSDOT also applied for two new temporary permits for new additional points of diversion/withdrawal of a 
combined maximum annual amount of 30 AF/YR for the next phases of highway construction between Easton 
and Lake Keechelus starting in June 2020 through November 2035. Once approved, WSDOT would cancel the 
temporary diversion from Lake Keechelus. This equates to a peak need of 40,000 gpd/ 0.08 cfs peak daily 
average flow and 5 AF/Month during the ~6-month construction season. 

 Surface water diversion (Application S4-33222). 

o 

o Rate:  0.33 cfs and 15 AF/YR for both locations 

 Temporary well withdrawal (Application G4-33221). 

o 
of way) 

o 

Two locations: 1) at the Yakima River (USFS Road 5400 bridge near Crystal Springs Sno-park) and 
2) at the  Kachess River (I-90 and Sparks Road right of way (ROW)/easements) 

Two locations: 1) Crystal Springs SnoPark (WA State Parks) and 2) at Easton stockpile (I-90 Rifght 

Rate:  estimated 150 GPM/15 AF/YR total for both locations 

The I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project Phases 3 and 4 Feasibility Study and Impairment Analysis of Potential 
Water Sources report (October 2018) completed by a WSDOT licensed hydrogeologist that reviewed the project 
water needs for feasibility as well as localized impacts to nearby wells, seasonal review flow conditions and 
water levels, and nearby water rights. Any potential minor impact by the proposal is offset by CS4-00366sb9@2. 
The report concluded that:  

 Kachess River diversion of 0.08 cfs (peak daily average flow rate) in May/June low flows of 30 cfs was 
less than 0.3% of the flow  

 Yakima River diversion of an average 0.08 cfs (peak average daily flow rate) in September flows of 80 
cfs was less than 0.1% of the flow 

 Estimated well depths needed were 200 feet at both locations –no impact to groundwater levels/wells 
and/or not likely to affect nearby groundwater rights 

Because WSDOT’s contractor would most likely divert/withdraw water just to fill one to five water tanks and 
trucks 5 to 6 day/week, there would not be a continuous diversion occurring.  We propose to limit the diversion 
rate to 150 gpm/0.33 cfs. Although this is five times the rate used in our analysis, it would still only be 0.4 to 
1.1% of the total low flows and less than 30% of the diversion rate set forth in the underlying water right. 

WSDOT updated the WTWG in February 2017 on these proposals (preliminary at that time). At that time, USBR 
noted that Kachess River was harder to fill and preferred Yakima River diversion farther downstream for 
operational purposes, and recommended wells as the supply source. 

See attachments:  Draft Water Right Attributes – Claim #00366 / Certificate S4-84175-J, Two temporary 
applications (S4-33222, G4-33221) with maps, WSDOT I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project Phases 3 and 4 
Feasibility Study and Impairment Analysis of Potential Water Sources report (October 2018). 
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I-90 near Lake Easton/Kachess River 
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2, being within the NE¼SW¼ of Section 2, T. 17 N., R. 18, E.W.M.) 

Place of Use: 

     Primary Reach:  Begins at the historical point of diversion on Wilson Creek and ends at a 

EXHIBIT A 

Attributes of the Water Right 

Court Claim No. 00366; as changed by Change Authorization No.:  CS4-00366sb9@2 

Claimant Name: WA State Department of Transportation  

Certificate Number: S4-84175-J 

Subbasin: 09 Wilson-Naneum 

Source: Wilson Creek 

Use: Instream Flow and Mitigation 

Historic Use: Irrigation of 35 acres and stock water 

Period of Use: April 1 through October 31 

Quantity: 1.75 cubic feet per second (cfs), 350 acre-feet per year; 113 acre-feet per year 
Consumptive Use 

Priority Date: May 24, 1884 

Point of Diversion: N/A 
(Historic Point of Diversion: 840 feet south and 800 feet west from the center of Section 

point on Wilson Creek approximately 810 feet south and 760 feet east of the 
center of Section 11, being within the NW¼SE¼ of Section 11, T. 17 N., 
R. 18 E.W.M. in the County of Kittitas, Washington.

     Secondary Reach:  Begins at the end of the Primary Reach and continues past the 
confluence of Wilson Creek and the Yakima River at Yakima River Mile 115.9, 
continues past the confluence of the Yakima River and the Columbia River and 
ends at a point located at the confluence of the Columbia River and the Pacific 
Ocean in Section 18, T. 9 N., R. 11 W.W.M., Pacific County, Washington.  The 
proposed instream water right will begin at Yakima River Mile 115.9 and 
continue to the Pacific Ocean. 

(Historic Place of Use: That part of the SW¼NE¼ and the N½SE¼ of Section 11, T. 17 
N., R. 18 E.W.M. lying southwest of the right of way of Burlington Northern Railroad 
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