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What is Adjudication?

 Assessment 
recommendations

Next steps



What is an 
Adjudication?
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 Only way to identify all legal 
water users on a source

 Superior Court prioritizes rights 
from oldest to newest

 Final Court Decree lists priority, 
quantity, and purpose of all valid 
water rights

 A single process for all facts, 
history, and law of water use



How do Adjudications Work?
Sample years based on 2021 start date
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1. Ecology defines a water source and identifies users
(2021-2022)

2. Ecology files in Superior Court (2023). Court sets deadlines and 
process (2023-2024).

3. All water users respond with a claim and supporting evidence 
(2023-2025 or beyond)

4. Ecology provides a Report of Findings 
(2025 or beyond, perhaps in phases, depending on subbasins)

5. Water users may object to Ecology or each other 
(2023 at the earliest)

6. Court rules on rights and issues a schedule 
(10-20 years after filing, possibly in phases)



Form – Statement of Claim
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Permit-
Exempt 
Wells

• “A right equal to that 
established by a permit”

• Should not impair or be 
impaired

• Simplified Process

• Possible alternatives
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Without 
Adjudication
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 No final inventory for 
enforcement

 Uncertain water availability for 
mitigation

 Ecology cannot prioritize and 
cannot regulate Federal or Tribal 
rights

 Rights are always tentative



Watershed Assessments
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 How thorough and fair are current regulations?

 How certain are paper rights?

 How complete is the hydrology?

 How effective is stream protection?

 What other solutions have been attempted?

 How vulnerable to future risk?

 What would it cost and how long would it take?



Recommended and prospective watersheds



WRIA 1 - Nooksack



Lake Roosevelt and Middle Tributaries 
(WRIA 58)



Watersheds for future assessment 



Next Steps
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 Decision package is part of Ecology’s Budget Request
 No agency request legislation or statutory changes
 Legislative Report supports budget request
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