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2021 Water Year
Temperature Precipitation

 Averaged statewide, above normal temperatures for 
WY2021 (+1.0°F)

 Near-normal precipitation averaged statewide (-0.04”) but 
with regional variability 
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Latest Set of Week 3-4
Forecasts from CFSv2

Positive height anomalies to the 
southwest; warm statewide and 
wet late

Inconsistent with 6-member
model ensemble below



Sea Surface Temperature Anomalies
(29 November – 5 December 2020)



ENSO Predictions



“OLR“ La Nina events 
have greater mean 
impacts at higher 
latitudes

OLR break days a measure of the suppression of
deep convection in the western tropical Pacific





NOAA/CPC
Forecasts

for Jan-Mar 2021
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Final Remarks
 Water year 2021 so far: on the warmer side with drier than 

normal conditions on the Peninsula and Lower Columbia 
Basin and wetter than normal conditions in SE WA and north 
central WA

 Drought Monitor showing substantial dryness carrying over 
from WY2020

 Central-eastern tropical Pacific is cooler than normal; La 
Nina will prevail during this winter 

 Climate models tending to be slightly less enthusiastic about 
the prospects for cool temperatures this winter; they are still 
indicating anomalous NW flow, which would result in higher 
precipitation totals on the west side

 As far as is known, the WA Dept. of Ecology will be retaining 
a position for a drought coordinator


	Regional Climate Perspective
	2021 Water Year
	December
	US Drought Monitor
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Final Remarks

