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Fo r mo re  tha n two  d e c a d e s , the  
Eva ns  S c ho o l S tud e nt 
Co ns ult ing  La b  ha s  b e e n 
p ro d uc ing  p ro g ra m e va lua tio ns , 
s tra te g ic  p la ns , p o lic y a na lys e s , 
a nd  ne w p ro g ra m p ro p o s a ls  
tha t a d d re s s  the  re a l-wo rld  
ne e d s  o f p ub lic , no np ro fit , 
p hila nthro p ic , a nd  
p riva te o rg a niza t io ns . 

Ca p s to ne  
P ro je c t



• W ha t  a re  the  lo c a l a nd  re g io na l e c o no m ic , s o c ia l, 
a nd  e nviro nm e n ta l e ffe c t s  o f w a te r rig h t s  t ra n s fe rs  
in  W a s h ing to n  s t a t e ?  

• To  wha t  e xte nt  a re  o ut-o f-b a s in wa te r rig hts  t ra ns fe rs  o c c urring  

a c ro s s  W a s hing to n s ta te ?  

• Ac c o rd ing  to  s ta ke ho ld e rs , wha t  a re  the  ke y c o nc e rns  a nd  

o p p o rtunit ie s  re la te d  to  o ut-o f-b a s in tra ns fe rs ?  

Re s e a rc h  Que s t io ns



Re s e a rc h Me tho d o lo g y

In-d e p th  q ua lit a t ive  in t e rvie w s  w ith  va rio us  s t a ke ho ld e rs  
a nd  p ra c t it io ne rs . 

Qua n t it a t ive  a na lys is  id e n t ifying  w a te r rig h t s  t ra ns fe rs  
t ha t  t ra ve le d  5 + (la nd ) m ile s , c ha ng e d  W RIAs , a nd  
c ha ng e d  W RIAs  a nd  c o un t ie s .

Ca s e  s tud ie s  e xp lo ring  q ua lit a t ive  the m e s  th ro ug h  
s p e c ific  t ra ns a c t io n  e xa m p le s . 



S TUDY AREA: W RIAs , COUNTIES , & MAJOR W ATER BODIES



• Be tw e e n  19 9 7 a nd  2 0 19 , 5 4  re c o rd s , t o t a ling  11,18 2  a nnua l a c re  fe e t , 
t ra ve le d  m o re  tha n  5  (la nd ) m ile s  a nd  c ha ng e d  W RIAs . 
⚬ 4 3  o f t he s e  a ls o  ind ic a t e d  a  c ha ng e  in  c o un ty. 

• Tra ns fe r a c t ivity va rie d  b y W RIA a nd  c o un ty. 

• Mo s t  rig h t s  re t a ine d  the ir o rig ina l t yp e  o f u s e . 
⚬ 3 9  rig h t s  (72 %), t o t a ling  8 2 9 6 .75  AF, m a in ta ine d  the ir irrig a t io n  func t io n . 

• In  g e ne ra l, m o re  t ra n s fe r a p p lic a t io ns  w e re  s ub m it t e d  b e tw e e n  2 0 0 9 -2 0 19 , 
t ha n  the  p rio r d e c a d e .
⚬ S urfa c e  w a te r rig h t s  t ra n s fe r a p p lic a t io ns  p e a ke d  in  2 0 13 . 

Qua n t it a t ive  Find ing s  
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14  o f 5 4  t ra ns fe rs  (2 6 %) re s u lt e d  in  a  c ha ng e  o f u s e . 
12  o f t he s e  rig h t s  c ha ng e d  fro m  irrig a t io n  to  
d o m e s t ic , m un ic ip a l, a nd  no n -a g ric u ltu ra l irrig a t io n  
u s e s . 

Cha ng e o f Us e

72 % o f t ra ns fe rs  re t a ine d  
the ir irrig a t io n  func t io n .



All Ou t -Of-Ba s in  
Tra ns fe rs  Mo ve d  to  
the  Co lum b ia  Rive r

• Bu lld o g  C re e k  (1) 
• C o lu m b ia  Rive r  (5 ) 
• C o lville  Rive r  (3 ) 
• Ea g le  C re e k  (1) 
• Ke t t le  Rive r  (1) 
• Lit t le  Klic k it a t  Rive r  (2 ) 
• Ma d  Rive r  (3 ) 
• Mill C re e k

(Lit t le  Klic k it a t  Rive r) (2 )

• No rt h  Fo rk  C h e w e la h  C re e k  
(C o lville  Rive r) (2 )

• Ok a n o g a n  Rive r  (10 ) 
• S h e e p  C re e k  (C o lville  Rive r) (1) 
• S p o k a n e  Rive r  (2 ) 
• Un n a m e d  S p rin g  (Hu n t e rs  

C re e k ) (1) 
• W e ls h  C re e k  (1) 
• W e n a t c h e e  Rive r  (1) 



• Diffe ring  P e rp e c t ive s  o n  Ec o no m ic  & S o c ia l Im p a c t s
⚬ Dis t rib u t io na l vs . Effic ie nc y c o nc e rns

• Co nc e rns  a b o u t  W a te r S p e c u la t io n
⚬ Re a l vs . Im a g ine d

• Irrig a to r d is t ru s t  o f Ec o lo g y
⚬ Fe a r o f Ec o lo g y "ha irc u t "

Qua lit a t ive  Find ing s



• P ub lic  la c ks  a p p ro p ria t e  a c c e s s  to  in fo rm a t io n  o n  
w a te r rig h t s  a nd  t ra n s fe rs , inc lud ing  va lua t io n  
in fo rm a t io n .

• Do w ns t re a m  t ra ns fe rs  a re  b e ne fic ia l fo r 
e c o s ys t e m s .

• W a te r b a nk ing  a nd  lo ng -t e rm  le a s ing  m a y b e  
u s e fu l w a te r m a na g e m e n t  s t ra t e g ie s .

Qua lit a t ive  Find ing s



THE LONG-DIS TANCE 
TRANS FER

THE RETIREMENT P LAN
THE P HANTOM TRANS FER

THE REGIONAL P LAYER

THE CONTINGENT DEAL/
THE FAMILY TRUS T

Ca s e  S tud ie s



Da ta  
Lim it a t io ns

• W RTS  Da t a b a s e  d e s ig n  lim it a t io n s

• La c k  o f a d d it io n a l d a t a  a va ila b ilit y 

• Un a b le  t o  o b t a in  firs t -h a n d  a c c o u n t s  fro m  
s e lle rs / b u ye r



S tud y
Lim it a t io ns

• As ym m e t rie s  b e t w e e n  w a t e r  r ig h t s  
re c o rd s  a n d  a c t u a l u s e

• La c k  o f e c o n o m ic  a n d  e n viro n m e n t a l 
w a t e r  r ig h t s  va lu a t io n  in fo rm a t io n

• Dis t r ib u t io n a l e ffe c t s  & t r ib a l 
g o ve rn a n c e  c o n s id e ra t io n s

• C OVID-19  b a rr ie rs



S um m a ry 
& Ke y Ta ke a w a ys

• Da t a  d o e s  n o t  d ire c t ly s u b s t a n t ia t e  in t e rvie w e e  
c o n c e rn s , b u t  s t u d y h a s  s ig n ific a n t  lim it a t io n s .

• Re p o rt  is  re t ro s p e c t ive

• La c k  o f in fo rm a t io n  is  a  k e y lim it a t io n  a n d  
fin d in g



Que s t io ns  o r 
Co m m e n t s ?  

Email Mark at ma rkd o s ta l@g ma il.c o m, Ma rina  a t 
ma riina k@uw.e d u, Ha nna h a t hke n8 @uw.e d u, a nd  

Ha rris o n a t hd le e 15 @uw.e d u.
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