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U.S. Drought Monitor June 8, 2021
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WeSt Valid 8 am. EDT

Intensity:

MNone

DO Abnormally Dry
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D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo

htto s://droughtmonifor.unl.edusAbout.aspx
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2021 Drought Advisory by County
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Washington Precipitation
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Accumulated Precipitation — WALLA WALLA REGIONAL AP, WA

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green/black diamonds represent subseguent/missing values
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Precipitation Percent Of Average (gridMET)

2021-03-13 to 2021-06-10, Total, vs. 1991 - 2020

B

Vancouver
-

T =
Manaimoi, Richmond =iz === -
SUrrey s

Gy - f_ot
- Yt -+ £.bbot

Victory
-

QLN AULET
RIE'S .1 SNSRI

5 25 50 TF0O 80 110 130 150 200 400 800

Frecipitation Percent of Average (%) (masking above 75 %)
Castlegar ;

rail

Mzp data 2021 Imagery 52021 TerraMetrigs|-50km L——1 | Termz of Use | Repart 2 map errar_
Generated by ClimateEngine arg




Total Precipitation Anomaly, Last 30 Days
2021/05/14 - 2021/06/12

g - Il o 2 7 g R A8 P =

¥ gl , Sy Penticton | {/ o ZEiNelsory £ A Cranbrook 2 190
3 8y i ? S ) g : #5d 0% TEsS e Bl
2 £ ‘!’f’;ﬂ" S GEA - S 7 3 = - s : T . A 3 v 14 170
e oPorlA!berm Vancowverg & 7 1‘;&"9" Sl A 2 B = ’
TR = o o Richmond g i Al Y Trail 150
3 Manaim o - - S
‘ Surrey.
iz , i - 130 B
7 Duncan ~ * i
,.' o

i 110
{’.-?

10

percent of 1991-
2020 mean

B

‘
Portland

1 Climate Toolbox, Data: gridMET



Volume (KAF)

300

J
o
o

-
o
o

CALAWAH - NEAR FORKS | 2021 FORECASTED RUNOFF (APR-SEPT)
COMPARED TO HISTORIC RUNOFF (1949-2020)

O

AR
year (ordered by Rank)
2021 NWRFC DATA 2021-06-13
0

16 2015 2019



More Affected Users

Non-irrigated lands used for dryland and rangeland production are likely to be most affected.
Non-irrigated producers in Eastern WA are expecting reduced yields as a result from this year’s
precipitation deficit.

Irrigation users with junior water rights may be required to restrict their diversions to protect
senior water rights later in the summer.

Small water systems dependent on shallow wells are most vulnerable to impacts in dry years.

Drought conditions can cause severe stress to fish coping with low streamflows and high water
temperatures. Wildlife can struggle to find water sources and forage.

The Northwest Interagency Coordination Center forecasts that significant fire potential is
expected to increase to above average in June across central Oregon into southeast Washington
and continue through August.



Less Affected Users

Farms and communities receiving water from the Columbia River and
Lake Roosevelt are not expected to experience shortages this year if
current weather trends continue.

The federal Bureau of Reclamation forecasts that both senior and junior
water users in the Yakima Basin are expected to receive their full water
supply this summer.

Mid to large-size water systems plan to meet customer water
requirements during critical years and are not expected to encounter

shortage issues.
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Drought-affected wheat (Columbia County)




A report from Walla Walla
County
6/3/2021

Top image -- We generally
get 90-120 bales of grass
hay off this section, This
year we had to mow it
under and burn it as it was
all foxtail, dried out.

Bottom image -- The sheep
pasture has zero forage -
the grass is gone and all
that is growing is fox tail.
We have had to move to
feed morning and night as
the is no forage. We
generally only feed 1x a
day. Hay usage is up.



A report from
Asotin County
5/19/202

How localized or widespread are the conditions you are reporting?

Very common in our area. All of my neighbors are experiencing the same issues. | am
unable to buy cattle hay as all of our hay producers are experiencing the same
shortage and are retaining the bulk of hay for their own cattle. There will be a severe
hay shortage due to extended feeding for all cattle producers.

Our pastures have dried up and only had about 30% of their normal yield. Our
pasture normally holds out till mid June. We are importing hay from outside the
region to feed our cows. We were forced to sell all of this year's slaughter animals
early due to lack of feed. The animals averaged only 350lbs hanging weight. They
normally average 800lbs when slaughtered in early to mid June historically.

We have had several springs for our cattle under produce and we are hauling water
every other day to supplement the springs.
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Washington winter wheat production is forecast at 96.3 million
bushels, down 28 percent from 2020. Harvested area, at 1.69
million acres, is down 60,000 acres from the previous year.
Yield is forecast at 57.0 bushels per acre, down 7.0 bushels

from the May 1 forecast and down 19.0 bushels from last year.
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington/Publications/Current_News_Release/2021/WW_06.pdf



WA WINTER WHEAT Condition Index
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WA SPRING WHEAT Condition Index
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WA PASTURE AND RANGE Condition Index
350 — 001
— 2002
— 1003
3200 -
— 7004
—_ o A =
SR O =
— 2006
250
— 007
x — 008
i 200 — 2009
— 3010
— 12011
150 — 012
— 2013
_ ——2014 WA BARLEY Condition Index
100 \ 2015
2016 340
s 2017 A i
— 2002
5°u5»%""='='='—'—'—'—'—\aanu E & & =2 % §F 5§ &8 § & 28 320
£ z Z 2555533333 % %% ¥e s s eI 35 E o3 . 2003
2332338332233 3333FX3SZZ33¢43F —au
m = o9 L ] —i —_— 2004
Date 300 - w— 2005
— 7021
— 2006
Based on NASS crop progress dafa. 280 -
) O T
5 260 - — 3008
2 —2009
240 — 2010
—2011
220 — 2012
— 013
200 2014
m—2015
180 2016
Charts courtesy of i
Brad Rippey, USDA Meteorologist 160 e — S— e : . — —2018
Office of the Chief E ist § § § 5 & § 5 = = 3 3 3 ¥ ¥ ®T ¥ g 3
ice of the Chief Economis I I £ s 3 & 3 & @& & 7 g § §F §I f & § —ww
World Agricultural Outlook Board ~on bate e 2020
Washington, D.C. —2021
Based on NASS crop progress data.




summing it up

* Washington state had an exceptionally dry spring.

o T

d

ne impacts of the dryness are falling unevenly on different classes of

water users (e.g., irrigated vs. non-irrigated), depending on their

nility to benefit from our above normal snowpack.

* Federal disaster designation in effect for most of eastern Washington

e Curtailment underway in the Walla Walla and soon to occur on the
Little Spokane.

* We continue to monitor water supply.

* Elevating the advisory to a drought emergency not under
consideration at this time, but this could change.



Thank you



2021-06-13 | ensemble forecast vs Okanogan at Malott regulation flows
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CHEHALIS RIVER AT PORTER, WA

Daily flows
USGS gauge 12031000
Data series start date: 1952-02-01
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