
WSAC March 8 , 2019
Brent Bower NWS



NWS Water Supply Forecasts
 Majority of locations showing projections of near normal 

water volumes, but varies from well below to well above
 Approximately a third of the state have projections of 80% 

or below of normal water volumes
 Worst of those have percentiles of 5-10% driest and rank in 

the top 10 driest
 Areas with the lowest water volume projections are the 

north east and especially the north central parts of the 
state

 Outlook is looking less favorable for water supply
 Warmer than normal likely spring and summer
 Precipitation greater chances of below normal later spring 

and summer
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Water Rights Vs. Climate
 Percent of Normal is relative to 30-year average
 Changes through time
 When were water rights established?

 30 years ago?
 50, 75, or even 100 years ago?

 How does today’s water volume projections, in percent of normal, 
compare to what was ‘normal’ at the time of issuing the water 
rights?
 Is the ‘normal’ amount of water now more or less than 100 years 

ago?
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