
Regional Climate 
Perspective

Nick Bond & Karin Bumbaco
Office of the Washington State Climatologist

Cooperative Institute for Climate, Ocean, and Ecosystem Studies
University of Washington

25 June 2021



2021 Water Year
Temperature Precipitation

 Averaged statewide, WY 2021 warmer than normal (+0.8°F), 
tying as 18th warmest*

 Averaged statewide, below normal precipitation for WY 2021 (-
2.75”); Lower Columbia Basin in area below 75% of normal 
ranks in the bottom 10%

*Records since 1895



Spring 2021

 Averaged statewide, 2nd driest spring on record (-5.32”); 
driest spring was back in 1924



June 2021
Temperature





Latest Set of Week 3-4
Forecasts from CFSv2

Positive 500 hPa height
anomalies indicate warm
and dry conditions are more
likely for the Pacific NW,
especially east of the
Cascade Mountains.

Model Runs 
from last week



Extended Forecast                                     Shorter-Term Forecast



SST Anomalies: 13-19 June 2021



ENSO Predictions



NOAA/CPC
Forecasts

for Jul-Sep 2021



Composite Maps from the International Multi-Model Ensemble - JJA 2021

Earlier

Air Temperature

Precipitation



Final Remarks
 Water year 2021 has had above-average temperatures for 

most of WA, with below normal precipitation except for the 
north-central Cascades

 The lower elevations of eastern WA are in extreme drought, 
with some substantial impacts

 I am concerned that we may be in for an extended interval of 
hot temperatures across the Pacific NW

 Regarding the heat wave that is cranking up, perhaps I 
should arrange to get paid for media interviews on a 
commission basis…

Jeff: Do you want to share an agent?
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