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2019 Water Year
Temperature Precipitation

 Average temperatures tied for 12th warmest Oct-Jan 
(since 1895): 1.9°F above normal
 Tied with 1988/89, 1991/92, 2015/16

 Middle of the pack in terms of precipitation: -2.50” 
below normal averaged statewide

WWDT



February
 Lowland snow
 4th snowiest month on 

record for SeaTac 
(20.2”)

 Nowhere near a 
record for Spokane 
(19.5”)

 24-hr snowfall record 
of 31.5” at Snoqualmie 
Pass (ending at 6 am 
on 2/13)
 Since 1973
 80” in 5 days



1-12 Feb 2019



1-12 Feb 1989



Jan 16 SWE



Feb 13 SWE



US Drought Monitor



Recent Global SST Anomalies



Recent Evolution of 
Tropical Pacific
SST Anomalies



Recent SST & Outgoing Longwave Radiation (Deep Convection) Anomalies





Latest Set of Week 3-4
Forecasts from CFSv2

Anomalously high
500 hPa Z over the
NE Pacific early
fading away late:
Mostly colder
than normal for WA
state early, dry in the
north and wet in the
south for US west coast



NOAA/CPC
Forecasts



Climate Model Projections for AMJ 2019 Temperature



Final Remarks
 2019 water year has been on the warm and dry side 

overall, with considerable sub-seasonal variability

 The snowpack has recovered nicely in the last couple of 
weeks

 El Nino’s effect on our seasonal weather fizzled out due 
to lack of the usual atmospheric response

 The recent cold snap does not have any long-term 
portents; anomalous warmth quite likely in spring and 
summer of 2019

 The snows of early February 2019 caught us with egg on 
our shorts; forecasting the weather on extended time 
scales is no cinch
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