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2019 Water Year
Temperature Precipitation

 Average Oct-May temperatures statewide near-normal (-
0.1°F) with regional variability

 Below normal Oct-May precipitation averaged statewide 
(-5.69” below normal); ranks in the bottom third

WWDT



May 2019
Temperature Precipitation

 Statewide: tied as 9th warmest May on record (+3.5°F)
 ties 1936 and 1957; just behind 2015 (+3.8°F)

 Lots of variability in May precipitation

WWDT



 Tied for 13th driest March-May on record (-3.21”; since 1895) 
but lots of regional variability

 Continuation of extremely low percentiles of total moisture 
on coast and north central WA



Stevenson
Precipitation

(since Oct 1) (since Jan 1) (since Mar 7) (since Apr 6)

Bonneville: 75% of normal
Stevenson AWN: 65% of normal

Bonneville: 79% of normal



Ryderwood
Precipitation

(since Oct 1) (since Jan 1) (since Mar 7) (since Apr 6)



US Drought Monitor



Latest Set of Week 3-4
Forecasts from CFSv2

Anomalously high 500 hPa Z
over GOA early and over AK
and western Canada late:
For WA state mostly warmer
than normal especially late,
and perhaps on the dry side
for western WA



Recent SST Anomalies





NOAA/CPC
Forecasts
for Jul-Sep



Climate Model Projections for JAS 2019 Temperature



NOAA’s CFS Model No Longer Projects a Circulation Pattern with Enhanced Delivery of 
Monsoonal Moisture from the Desert SW to the Pacific NW 



Final Remarks
 Some of my tomato plants have set fruit; harvest expected 

to begin in early July!

 Spring was tied as the 13th driest on record, with western 
WA especially dry

 Heat wave next week with daily maximum temperature 
records likely in some locations.  June apt to be warm.

 Weak El Niño conditions likely to continue, with the 
possibility of strengthening still possible.

 Still anticipating a summer on the warm side due to multi-
year trends and climate model output; no clear signal with 
respect to precipitation.
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