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“The Skagit River Mitigation Plan

e July 13, 2020
John Rose & Buck Smith
NWRO - Water Resources Program
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3 Jslrﬁ:‘*’i’ ver in\Western US.

Only 12y o ‘host healthy populations of all 5 native
SJOECIES] of salmonid fish.

2 Sof ]«}”c‘ ‘these species have seen declining populations
(el %£=hmook Steelhead) in recent years and listed as

= {fireatened on the Endangered Species list.
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=% —‘50 60% of Puget Sound Chinook produced in the Skagit
- Watershed.



History of he Skaglt nstre
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u'Jy j G 0’ ST —Skagit PUD ¥ egms to Investigate
,,s,),mJJf glitsiwater supplyin the Judy Reservoir area.

> 1)30 - the Memorandum of Agreement

—= g@_prowde a mechanism of coordinated water
—_: management of resources for the entire Skagit Basin

- -_: To establish an Instream Flow Rule to protect

———
e —

- fisheries resources

— To avoid litigation of water resources with the Skagit
Basin between the Parties to this agreement
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HiBtory, of the Skagit Instre e

SO ule Coﬂﬁued

- 1999 ':Jn« SKe
EL.JJJ:J\/-_E_ publlc Workshops, hearings and review period
IOIFCOMMENTS.

- A,)rJ] 1 “‘2001 Skagit Instream Flow Rule Enacted.

- 2005 Skaglt County sues Ecology.

== ‘: ‘06 -Amendment to Skagit Instream Flow rule enacted —
-,.. Wmomlsh Tribe sues Ecology.

-~ s= July: 2011 Reservation in Carpenter-Fisher basin used up,
Ecology closes basin to new use.

¢ (Oct 2013 Supreme court rules in Swinomish tribe’s favor.

e November 2014 -stakeholders petition Ecology to repeal
rule, Ecology denies petition.
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Report of Examination

=

DEPARTMENT OF REPORT OF EXAMINATION
ECOLOQY FOR WATER RIGHT APPLICATION

State of Washington

WR Doc ID: 6802377

STATE OF WASHINGTON

PRIORITY DATE

WATER RIGHT APPLICATION NUMBER

8/19/2019

S1-28885

APPLICANT NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS

DIVERSION SITE & RELEASE SITE LOCATIONS

Washington Water Trust
1500 Westlake Ave North
Seattle, WA 98109

Seattle City Light facilities:
Gorge Dam & Reservoir — Diablo, WA 98283
Gorge Powerhouse Property - Newhalem, WA 98267

Instantaneous Rate and Annual Quantity Authorized for Diversion and Release

DIVERSION AND RELEASE RATE (cfs)

ANNUAL QUANTITY (ac-ft/yr)

0.5

Approximately 362

cfs = Cubic Feet per Second; ac-ft/yr = Acre-feet per Year
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S,a secondary Use Rightss
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Associated Water Right - the Primary Use Water Right

“aifefs)@afacft/yr)  REMARKS

Not applicable  Storage of 8350 Gorge Reservoir storage

Cestrricate Recorp No. 17 , Pace No.. 8249

StaTE oF WasHINGTON, COUNTY OF Whatcom

CERTIFICATE OF SURFACE WATER RIGHT

iin secordance with the provisions of Chapler 117, Laws of 'Washington for 1817, and amendments (hereto, and the rules
and regulstions of the State Bupervisor of Water Resources thereunder )

This is to certify that CITY OF SEATTLE
~ — = i of Seattle , State of Washington , has made
— store
_— - proof to the satisfaction of the State Supervisor of Water Resources of Washington, of a right to dhe-dee

e - = the waters of Skagit River , a tributary of Puget Soun
= the impounding structure being
with pobccEopobOSaTodxee it hin the NELNWE
msurveyed land in Mt, Bacer National

Sec. 14 , Twp. N N,R 12 Be , W. M., linder and subject to provisions contained in

fleservolir Permit No. B=217 issued by the State Supervisor of Water Resources, and
that said right to thefsee of said waters has been perfected in accordance with the laws of Washington,
and is hereby confirmed by the State Supervisor of Water Resources of Washington and entered of
record in Volume __ 17 ,at Page _ 8249 on the _ &R day of October ,19 61
that the priority date of the right hereby confirmed is w 17. lm : that the

amount of water under the right hereby confirmed, for the following purposes is limited to an amount

stored
actually jougdesckdpomadcand shall not exceed 8350 acre=feet for power purposes, 7




Se de dary Use ng p:ra‘lis.a..—

Sported via an existing power tunnel
‘gate valve and piping system up-

€ dient of SCL’s Gorge Powerhouse
e =se cfs metered release into the river

: ' Prowdes continuous additional supply for
~ instream flow augmentation & mitigation

* Will be conveyed into the Trust Water
Rights Program after one year
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Sl Skégit River Hydro_Rrojects

Ross Dam !

| Ross Powerhouse .

Diablo Powerhouse

/

_ Diablo Dam
/ e |
B

o

Gorge Powerhouse

Legend

® SCLDams
® SCL Powerhouses

Upb‘er Skagit River ;, e CiylTown
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Mitigation Plan Pur o,s«e"-_a—
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Rlver when flows drop below the
num levels set in WAC 173-503

unmet an average of 95 days/year

*__;;;:- “ E gatlon water Is year-round, both when
*ﬂows are met and unmet

_e This will be a net streamflow benefit to
the river
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Mitigation Plan Det
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e

|gated water for parcels that were
] a building permit between 2001
_.e** 1e court’s decision in 2013, on the
-~ assl umption that water was available

_.-_.._ __._--

=~-£‘1‘2) A limited guantity of mitigation water

- for prospective future users within the

~ “Green Zone” of the “Middle Skagit River
Basin”

i
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Reservation Users, =
__ e
10 Skagit River Basin homes and

[S3 OU petween Apri 14, ZUU

3, 2013, needing mitigation

0.5 ac-ft/yr per connection

g approximately 205 ac-ft/yr of the

— — 362 ac-ft/yr purchased

= Water stays in the river permanently

~ e Mitigation area is the entire Skagit River
Basin (WRIAs 3 & 4)
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. Future Users
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C USEel PalCeE NVITNIN TNE
e Skagit River Basin, with wells
ad within the “Green Zone”

_ S”Z‘imately 157 ac-ft/yr is available for
- hev permlt exempt withdrawals

—
_--'----—

,,, Tlgatlon for average consumptive use
e A maximum of 981 new connections

® Must install a remote-read metering
system
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Accountlnu_a.—

gy will use an onlme platform
can track the mitigation program
Iy website updates

Ecolc y will issue an annual report that:

= 1) Shows the balance of water available

*‘72) Identifies any new mitigation water
(3) Accounts for any changes in debited
consumptive use (e.g., a residence

switches from septic to sewer)
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< rIDRE red 10 develop groundwater model

_,. aquifers with the highest recharge to the Skagit River

|=m|ne how groundwater wells would deplete Skagit River
:nearby tributaries.

_-oﬂw del Results

=== :_,. confirmed that groundwater moves from the adjacent alluvial

g

— =Fr:aqu1fer to recharge the main stem Skagit River and lower

_—

_ tributary reaches.

— simulated the effect of depletion on the Skagit River and its
tributaries from groundwater wells tapping the alluvial aquifer
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m‘gation Zone Map

SKAGIT RIVER MITIGATION PLAN
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Currentiand Proposed Mitigation

Plans e ——

CURRENT AND PROPOSED MITIGATION PLANS
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':( | * Whatcom County

i

No Mitigation Required
/ for Permit-Exempt Wells

d
Proposed Darrington
Y Private Water Bank

QI Pt Vister Bank ]
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