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14 day average Streamflow (Sept 10, 2020)



Yakima 
System

Storage is 101.8% of average (1981-2010)



Water systems
• Seattle storage is above long-term average.   
• Everett at about 96 percent of normal.   
• Tacoma “more abundant” than in recent years.



Water 
Systems 

Continued

• A quiet year with respect to water availability
• Some systems on the upper Olympic Peninsula 

have activated drought responses calling for 
voluntary water conservation (Clallam PUD, City 
of Port Angeles).   

• Multiple systems on the east side are under 
boil-water orders due to fire 
damage/depressurizing of water system



Agriculture

• Production statistics won’t be available until 
next year

• Reports of much decreased hay and alfalfa 
yields in Klickitat County

• Dept of Agriculture has noted that >135,000 of 
active fire areas overlaps with cropland, 
including some orchard areas

• Power outages from downed powerlines 
interrupt irrigation, but overall impact is not yet 
known



Curtailment Northwest

• Skagit
• Nooksack

Southwest
• Chehalis/Newaukum (Late 

Spring but then conditions 
improved

• Satsop (5 junior users)

• Case-by-case water right 
limitations

Central

• Methow, Wenatchee, 
Entiat

• Skagit, Nooksack

Eastern
• Touchet





Summary

• Decent snowpack, mild spring made a huge difference for our 
summer

• Irrigated and stored water supplies fared well
• Dryland areas on east side have been stressed
• Small systems without storage also are being challenged in some 

areas
• Forecasts for La Nina conditions is great news for water supply, but 

effects on quarantining are an open question
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