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Timeline
• 2020 Legislative Session:

• Ecology’s Draft Legislation didn’t pass
• Budget Proviso for Advisory Group passed

• April-July 2020 Advisory Group meetings
• November 2020 Findings informed by Advisory Group 

• Action using existing authority
• Began drafting trust policy

• August 2021 First comment period 
• Policy, Water Banking Request Form

• February 22, 2022 Start of second comment period
• March 28th, 2022 Second Comment period ends 

• Policy, Request Form, and Guidance (NEW!) 
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DRAFT Trust water rights policy
Changes from 1st Draft

• Edited language throughout 
• Addressed confusion and removed potential conflicts with statute.

• Donations
• Specified that donations cannot be used for mitigation. 

• Cost Reimbursement
• Clarified role of cost reimbursement in creating water banks. 

• Change Decisions
• Provided one year after change decision for a water banking 

agreement before cancelling the change (vs. 6 months w/ possible 
extension)

• Clarify opportunities for public review, comment, and appeal
• Removed examples that belong in guidance
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Updated Trust Water Guidance
• Supporting the trust policy

• Doesn’t address:
• Yakima Basin specific statutes (RCW 90.38)
• Municipal water rights - to be addressed in update to municipal water 

law policy (POL 2030)

• Replacing GUID 1220 
• Effective Date: 2011

• Goal to update regularly

• What’s new?
• Water Banking
• Example Quit Claim Deed
• Assigning consumptive use to

stream reaches
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Updated Trust Water Guidance
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Updated Trust Water Guidance
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Updated Trust Water Guidance
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Summary
• Second Comment period ends March 28th, 2022

• Trust Policy
• Water Banking Request Form
• Trust Guidance (NEW!) 

• Thank you!
• Kelsey.Collins@ecy.wa.gov
• 509-731-0976
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