
Jeff Marti is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

The Washington State Water Supply Availability Committee Meeting meets periodically to review current and forecasted water supply conditions for Washington State.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/9245850348?pwd=ckRlMFhBWi9keDNuL2JpOWkwb2FjQT09

Meeting ID: 924 585 0348
Passcode: rainDance

---

One tap mobile
+12532050468,,9245850348#,,,,*024558771# US
+12532158782,,9245850348#,,,,*024558771# US (Tacoma)

---

Dial by your location
• +1 253 205 0468 US
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

Meeting ID: 924 585 0348
Passcode: 024558771

Find your local number: https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/u/kdg5ckJMCq

The Washington State Water Supply Availability Committee Meeting meets periodically to review current and forecasted water supply conditions for Washington State.

https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/9245850348?pwd=ckRlMFhBWi9keDNuL2JpOWkwb2FjQT09
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/u/kdg5ckJMCq


Start Time End Time
Duration, 

min
Description

10:00 10:15 15 Welcome & Introductions Jeff Marti, Ecology
10:15 10:30 15 Mountain Conditions Scott Patte, NRCS

10:30 10:45 15
Regional Climate Setting/
ENSO

Karin Bumbaco &
Nick Bond, OWSC

10:45 10:55 10 Streamflow and Groundwater Jeff Marti, Ecology

10:55 11:10 15 Water Supply Forecasts
Amy Burke, NWRFC
Robin Fox, NWS Spokane

11:10 11:25 15 Yakima Project Chris Lynch,BOR

11:25 12:00 35

Discussion: Has the hydrologic threshold for drought 
conditions been met?   Should EWEC  convene to consider 
the potential for hardship? All

Water Supply Availability Committee

Friday, June 23


Modified Schedule

		Water Supply Availability Committee


		Friday, June 23

		Start Time		End Time		Duration, min		Description

		10:00		10:15		15		Welcome & Introductions
		Jeff Marti, Ecology

		10:15		10:30		15		Mountain Conditions		Scott Patte, NRCS

		10:30		10:45		15		Regional Climate Setting/
ENSO		Karin Bumbaco &
Nick Bond, OWSC

		10:45		10:55		10		Streamflow and Groundwater 		Jeff Marti, Ecology

		10:55		11:10		15		Water Supply Forecasts		Amy Burke, NWRFC
Robin Fox, NWS Spokane

		11:10		11:25		15		Yakima Project		Chris Lynch,BOR

		11:25		12:00		35		Discussion: Has the hydrologic threshold for drought conditions been met?   Should EWEC  convene to consider the potential for hardship?		All
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						The Washington Water Supply Availability Committee (WSAC) will be meeting on November 18th.    WSAC convenes periodically to review water supply conditions and forecasts.



						Join Zoom Meeting

						https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/86155780583?pwd=MFdaL3hYSEJJK0llc3J0cllkSmlQUT09



						Meeting ID: 861 5578 0583

						Passcode: 139010

						One tap mobile

						+12532158782,,86155780583#,,,,*139010# US (Tacoma)

						+16694449171,,86155780583#,,,,*139010# US



						Dial by your location

						        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

						        +1 669 444 9171 US

						        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

						        +1 719 359 4580 US

						        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

						        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

						        +1 386 347 5053 US

						        +1 564 217 2000 US

						        +1 646 931 3860 US

						        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

						        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

						        +1 309 205 3325 US

						Meeting ID: 861 5578 0583

						Passcode: 139010

						Find your local number: https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/u/kxcuWYh8j







https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/j/86155780583?pwd=MFdaL3hYSEJJK0llc3J0cllkSmlQUT09https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/u/kxcuWYh8j



https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/798301944690632282



Drought Rule (WAC 173-166)

• The determination of drought conditions will consider seasonal water supply forecasts, other 
relevant hydro-meteorological factors (e.g., precipitation, snowpack, soil moisture, streamflow, 
and aquifer levels) and also may consider extreme departures from normal conditions over 
subseasonal time frames.

Drought Statute (RCW 43.83B)

• "Drought condition" means that the water supply for a geographic area, or for a significant 
portion of a geographic area, is below seventy-five percent of normal and the water 
shortage is likely to create undue hardships for water users or the environment.

• "Normal” water supply, for the purpose of determining drought conditions, means the 
median amount of water available to a geographical area, relative to the most recent thirty-
year base period used to define climate normals.





Water Year to Date
90 days

60 days
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Stop here for now.









Snow-dominant 

Rain-dominant  ↓

Runoff peaked early in May (very warm)

High runoff in April (cold and wet)



Well SW of Davenport, Lincoln County



Well near Waitsburg, Walla Walla  County



Well near Scatter Creek, Thurston County







This is the end.
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Statewide Cumulative Runoff ~ 92 pct 
of median



WSAC May 2023





















































Questions?



Current Conditions 
and Seasonal 

Outlook

Nick Bond & Karin Bumbaco
Office of  the Washington State Climatologist

Cooperative Institute for Climate, Ocean, and Ecosystem Studies
University of  Washington

23 June 2023



Water Year 2023
Temperature Precipitation

 Averaged statewide, Oct-May temperatures were 
slightly below normal (-0.4ºF)

 Averaged statewide, Oct-May precipitation ranks as 
the 31st driest (-5.79”)*, with 85% of  normal

*Records since 1895; 1991-2020 normal

Climate Toolbox



April 2023
Temperature Precipitation

 Averaged statewide, April was the 30th coldest on 
record (-2.2ºF)*

 Averaged statewide, April was the 15th wettest 
(+0.90”) on record, with 125% of  normal 
precipitation*

Climate Toolbox

*Records since 1895; 1991-2020 normal



May 2023
Temperature Precipitation

 Averaged statewide, May tied 1958 as the warmest on 
record (+5.3ºF)*

 Averaged statewide, May was the 15th driest (-1.22”) 
on record, with 51% of  normal precipitation*

Climate Toolbox

*Records since 1895; 1991-2020 normal



May 2023 & Last 60 Days
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June 2023 so far…
Temperature Precipitation



U.S. Drought Monitor



Sea Surface Temperature Anomalies: 11-17 June 2023



El Nino is here. But
will he be a bad boy?





CFS 3 & 4 Week 500 hPa
Model Projections: Weak 

anomalies aloft and modest 
warm and dry weather 

relative to seasonal norms



Expecting a warm, but not extreme, summer into early fall





NOAA/CPC
Forecasts for
Jul-Sep 2023



The precipitation projections for late 2023 into 2024 give one pause…



DEC-FEB TEMP & PRECIPITATION

warm, dry

cool, dry cool, wet

warm, 
wet2015

2005

2001

1977

1992

1998
2016

1983

 A few major drought years are highlighted in black; red years are very 
strong El Niño events



Summary
 Water year to date temperatures have been near-

normal to slightly below; precipitation has been 
below normal for most of  the state (but not <75% 
of  normal)

 May was record warm statewide and dry across the 
western and southern portions of  WA; June a bit 
cooler west of  the Cascades but still dry despite 
the rain over the last week or so

 Summer should be on the warm side, but little 
reason to think it will necessarily be to an extreme

 This El Niño could be a strong one, which means a 
very good chance of  warm temperatures, but 
perhaps decent precipitation totals, during the 
upcoming cool season.



Jun 23, 2023 Washington Water Supply Availability Meeting

Amy Burke
NWRFC.watersupply@noaa.gov

Northwest River Forecast Center



Take Home Messages

• There was rapid snowmelt this May.

• West side precipitation was well below normal in May and June. East 
side precipitation was mixed.

• May was the big runoff producer in snow driven basins this season.

• Adjusted runoff to date remains largely below normal

• Next 10 days precipitation forecast is below normal

• ESP10 Natural Water Supply forecasts are a mix of normal and below 
normal. Some forecasts have dropped recently.



Precipitation and Temperature



YTD Adjusted Natural Runoff

Jun 22, 2023

% Normal Runoff Oct 1 – Jun 22

Washington Δ  

Skagit nr Mt Vernon 76 4

Dungeness nr Sequim 71 4

Chehalis at Porter 71 -1

Okanogan at Malott 77 -1

Methow nr Pateros 105 -9

Yakima at Parker 81 -1

Walla Walla nr Touchet  90 -4



10 Day Precipitation Forecast



ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecasts

Jun 22, 2023

% Normal Apr -Sep Volume

Washington Δ

Skagit nr Mt Vernon 85 -8

Dungeness nr Sequim 80 -15

Chehalis at Porter 99 -2

Okanogan at Malott 65 -14

Methow nr Pateros  97 -12

Yakima at Parker 90 -4

Walla Walla nr Touchet 87 -22



ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecasts



ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecasts



ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecasts



ESP10 Natural Water Supply Forecasts



Take Home Messages

• There was rapid snowmelt this May.

• West side precipitation was well below normal in May and June. East 
side precipitation was mixed.

• May was the big runoff producer in snow driven basins this season.

• Adjusted runoff to date remains largely below normal

• Next 10 days precipitation forecast is below normal

• ESP10 Natural Water Supply forecasts are a mix of normal and below 
normal. Some forecasts have dropped recently.
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