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2018 Water Year

• Temperatures between 1 and 2°F above normal
• Averaged statewide, Oct-May: 0.7°F above 1981-2010 normal

• Near-normal to above normal precipitation for most of the 
state with some exceptions
• Averaged statewide, Oct-May: 4.08” above 1981-2010 normal

Temperature Precipitation



April Conditions
Temperature Precipitation



2018
1958

2015

1994



May Conditions

• May temperatures more unusual than precipitation for the 
state as a whole



May-Jun Anomalies
Temperature Precipitation

• Temperatures much warmer than normal
• Averaged statewide, 2nd warmest May on record (+5.6°F)
• 1958 is the warmest 

• Precipitation much below normal
• The areas with near-normal precipitation in eastern WA had above 

normal May precipitation
• Averaged statewide, tied for 12th driest May (since 1895)



Animation available: http://squall.sfsu.edu/scripts/jet_pac_archloop.html

http://squall.sfsu.edu/scripts/jet_pac_archloop.html


US Drought Monitor







Latest Set of Week 3-4
Forecasts from CFSv2

Anomalously high
500 hPa Z near the
Aleutian Islands and
Inland Pacific NW: 
Mostly warmer than 
normal for WA State,
with the prospect for
monsoonal moisture
from the desert SW
on the eastside 
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Temperature predictions based on
offshore SST in May, NINO3.4 in JJA,
and CFS forecasts of 500 hPa Z in JJA
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for June-Aug
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1 May 2018
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NOAA/CPC
Forecasts



Climate Model Projections for Sep-Nov Precipitation



Final Remarks

 Our spring weather matters

 This summer is apt to be warm and perhaps dry

 El Niño of weak-moderate intensity is increasingly likely 
by fall

 Conditions favor Jeff Marti keeping his job
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