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2019 Water Year

• Temperatures near-normal to above normal for a majority 
of the state
• Oct-Nov temperatures in mountains in top 10% historically

• Precipitation near-normal to below normal
• Not a record in terms of historical rankings

Temperature Precipitation



October-November 2018
500 mb Geopotential Height Anomalies
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US Drought Monitor



Latest Set of Week 3-4
Forecasts from CFSv2

Anomalously low
500 hPa Z off the coast
of the Pac NW early
and the Aleutians late:
Mostly warmer
than normal for WA
state, wet for the entire
US west coast



Recent North Pacific SST Anomalies





Recent Outgoing Longwave Radiation (Deep Convection) Anomalies
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Climate Model Projections for JFM 2019 Precipitation



Final Remarks
 2019 water year has started on the warm and dry side

 The snowpack is meager – lower than 2015 at this point 
in the season – but it is too soon to panic

 The remainder of the calendar year is apt to include 
plenty of precipitation, but also temperatures on the 
warm side

 El Niño of weak (maybe moderate) intensity is                
almost certain; anomalous warmth quite likely in early 
2019

 The 2018-19 water year to date: What happens when 
you don’t tip the climatologists
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