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Drought Legislation: ESHB 1622

e Signed March 27, becomes effective June 11.

e Authorizes the following:

Drought Advisories

Support Drought Preparedness Actions outside
context of an Drought Emergency

Long Term Water Right Lease Pilot Study

Authorizes public to petition for drought declaration
status.

Drought preparedness & response — includes link to
drought contingency plan

* Blog — New law improves capabilities for
drought response
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https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-availability/Statewide-conditions/Drought-response
https://ecology.wa.gov/Blog/Posts/April-2020/New-law-improves-capabilities-for-drought-response
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COMPARISON OF APR-SEPT WATER SUPPLY FORECASTS
Percent of 1981-2010 Median Runoff
Averaged by WRIA
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Drought Risk: Probability of Reaching Drought Threshold

Averaged by WRIA
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2020-04-08 | ensemble forecast vs Okanogan at Malott regulation flows
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2020-04-08 | ensemble forecast vs Methow River nr Pateros regulation flows
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2020-04-08 | ensemble forecast vs Wenatche at Peshastin regulation flows
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Ensemble Forecast vs Regulation Flows CHEHALIS AT PORTER
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statewide SWE vs accumulated precipitation since Oct 1
day of year April 09
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HYPLOT %134 Cutput 04082020

Washington State Dept. of Ecology
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